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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Bear Came Along
Author

Richard T. Morris

Illustrator
LeUyen Pham

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9780316464475

Publisher

Little, Brown Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Bear is exploring a river that flows through the forest when a
log breaks, and he begins floating toward a new adventure.
He is joined on the log by a lonely frog, They are joined by a
beaver, some raccoons, and a duck. Everyone seems to be
having a wonderful time until a waterfall appears ahead. Some
consternation appears on each animal’s face at the possible
danger looming ahead. They plunge over the falls together,
holding on to one another as best they can. They dive with smiles
into the still water, splashing and diving and having fun. The
river has brought them all together to enjoy a little time. The final
words, “the river came along” leave the reader wondering what
other adventures might lie ahead for the animals, together or
individually.
As Bear and the river and all the friends meet, the reader
discovers that adventures can happen at unexpected times, in
unexpected ways, and with unexpected friends for unexpected
fun. The message in all of this is that many days do not go as
planned, and that this is normal and okay. Unexpected events
can lead to great opportunities when we go with the flow. Even
things that look like disaster can turn out well. The illustrations
are absolutely amazing. The vibrant teal of the river contrasts with
the warm browns of the bear and the yellows in the background.
This keeps the reader’s attention focused on the activity
occurring on the log in the center of the brilliantly colored river.
The expressions on the animals tell stories happening between
the characters as the river and the words keep the action
moving forward to the crescendo at the end. This book is highly
recommended for its timeless theme, bright illustrations, and
joyous adventure.
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Book Review

Bear Out There
Author

Jacob Grant

Illustrator
Jacob Grant

Reviewer

Karen Abbott

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
40

Year
2019

ISBN

9781681197456

Publisher

Tiny Spider and big Bear have very different ideas of how to
spend the day. Spider has made a kite and can’t wait to go out
and fly it. Bear would prefer a cup of tea in his favorite chair. They
each set out to enjoy their time, but Spider’s kite flies away and
he needs Bear’s help to find out. They set out into the forest on
the hunt for the missing kite. Bear grumbles through the forest
wishing that he were at home. Things get worse when a storm
moves in and douses them both in water. Bear wants to give up,
but Spider looks so sad. They set out again and eventually find
the kite. They return home to repair Spider’s kite and build a new
one for Bear. They move Bear’s chair outside and fly their kites
from a comfortable, seated position.
These two charming friends prove the lengths that friends will
go to for each other. Bear sacrifices his comfort and plans to
join his friend in a search for the missing kite. The illustrations
use simplified shapes and colors that still provide insight into
the complicated feelings and interactions of these two disparate
companions. Spider is obviously enjoying everything that Bear
grumbles about. The facial expressions and body language of
each cleverly display their unique responses to the environment.
While the friendship is solid and the illustrations are great in
this book, the story fails to rise to expectations. Spider never
concedes to Bear’s preferences, and never thanks him for the
inconvenience that he puts Bear through. The friendship seems
very one-sided. Bear is a good friend and spider is a cutie, but the
message is a bit lacking.

Bloomsburyy Children’s
Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Charisma
Author

Jeanne Ryan

Reviewer

Katelyn Osborn

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
376

Year
2015

ISBN

9780803739666

Publisher
Dial Books

Aislyn is painfully shy – so shy she can’t present her science fair
project to the judges, enjoy parties, or talk to anyone besides her
best friend Evie. Aislyn is trying her best to put herself out there,
but after she completely fails her science fair presentation, has a
panic attack at a party, and can’t say more than a couple words
to her crush, Jack, she’s ready to try anything to get rid of this
terrible shyness. When approached with a potential cure called
CZ88 (Charisma), Aislyn says yes immediately. However, she’s
not the only person who accepts the Charisma, and soon Aislyn
and other teens around her start to exhibit escalating symptoms
that leave them in comas, or worse. She must find the cure fast,
before Charisma kills any more people, or she succumbs to its
effects.
Charisma is a cautionary thriller about the potential pros and
cons of using gene therapy, and leaves readers racing through
its pages to reach the conclusion. It is a heart-pounding look
into a world very similar to ours – where gene therapy provides
unlimited opportunities but can be easily misused. Anyone
who’s struggled with shyness will find a friend in Aislyn, as her
painful symptoms clearly mirror their own. Jeanne Ryan has
encapsulated the feeling of social anxiety very well, especially
written in first person. It is fascinating to watch Aislyn’s journey
from shy to fully confident in a matter of hours, but once she has
reached full confidence she starts to feel a little one-dimensional,
as do many of the secondary characters. Ryan has chosen to
emphasize the ethical quandaries of gene therapy instead of
the science of gene therapy, which is the right choice for this
genre, though it can lead to some plot questions among more
scientifically-minded readers. In all, Charisma is a thriller to read,
but not necessary for a book collection.
*Contains moderate language, moderate sexual content, and
moderate substance abuse.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Cheshire Crossing
Author
Andy Weir

Illustrator

Sarah Andersen

Reviewer

Brittany Maloy

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
115

Year
2019

ISBN

9780399582073

Publisher

Ten Speed Press

When Dorothy from Oz, Alice from Wonderland, and Wendy from
Neverland meet, the possibilities for adventure, world jumping,
and villains to battle multiply. The story finds the girls years after
their original fanciful adventures, and they are no longer the
sweet, naïve characters of the past. With spunk, wit, and lots of
attitude, they begin visiting each others worlds. The Wicked Witch
of the West joins forces with Captain Hook to reclaim her castle
from the Knave of Hearts and the Cheshire Cat. The girls have
run-ins with a munchkin, flying monkeys, mermaids, the mad
hatter, and of course, Peter Pan. The girls battle the bad guys,
using their ingenuity and individual powers, and even get a little
help from their nanny.
This novel is a complete departure from Andy Weir’s Martian and
Artemis, his two adult science fiction books. His masterful crafting
of plot did not quite translate into this work. There are times
when the plot of Cheshire Crossing is a little confusing, jumping
between different places and at times, losing some intensity.
It is also a disappointment that the nanny ends up coming to
the rescue of these girls, who in their own original stories, have
enough strength to rescue themselves. At least their rescuer
in this take is female. Seeing these characters as older, edgier
versions of themselves in graphic novel format and romping
through their fantasy worlds is still a lot of fun . The illustrations
offer a fresh approach to these characters while still maintaining
enough familiarity to be recognizable. Despite its shortcomings,
the book is a still an amusing, fresh take on these characters.
Fans of Andy Weir or these famous characters should give this
book a look.
*Contains mild language, mild violence, and mild sexual content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Cilla Lee-Jenkins #3:
The Epic Story
Author

Susan Tan

Illustrator

Dana Wulfekotte

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Cilla Lee-Jenkins has already written a bestseller and a classic.
Now she is back to pen an epic, full of the challenges she is
facing in her fifth grade year. She is not ready to face middle
school, and struggles to know what to do after her grandfather
Ye Ye has a stroke. Bravely, and with help from family, friends,
and even her foes, Cilla tackles quests, survives adventures, and
discovers an epic end to her story.
Cilla’s epic story is the third book in this semi-autobiographical
series by Susan Tan. It is written entirely from fifth-grade-Cilla’s
point of view, making it very approachable for children of similar
ages. Strokes and anxiety are among the complex subjects that
are broached with warmth and humor. The book’s back matter
includes photos of people from Susan Tan’s life that served as
inspiration for the story, making it even easier for readers to
relate to the book’s characters.

Pages
272

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250183637

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Clackety Track Poems
About Trains
Author

Skila Brown

Illustrator

Jamey Christoph

Reviewer

Ellen McCarty

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Whoot! Whoot! All aboard for a timeless trip to the trainyard.
Clackety Track: Poems About Trains gives us thirteen different
charming poems about trains. “Look close—not every train’s
the same. Let’s see how many we can name.” They come in
all shapes and sizes, from freight to underground train, steam
engines to bullet train, sleeper train and dinner cars. Watch out
for the train snow plow! This book certainly has it right, “There’s
nothin’ plain about a train.”
Trains have fascinated young and old alike for generations. Lyric
verse and beautiful double-page illustrations portrayed in a retro
style roll out the excitement with attention to detail. We are able
to explore modern trains as well as old-time favorites. A page full
of train cars at the end of the book shows off a freight load of
train facts to interested readers. This book truly delivers for train
lovers and whets our appetite for train travel.

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9780763690472

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Crayola Color in
Culture
Author

Mari Schuh

Reviewer
Anna Coles

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
32

Year
2018

Colors matter greatly to small children, and this book uses
their natural interest as a relatable bridge to introduce culture.
After a succinct definition, the next several sections detail how
color is used in clothing, celebrations, and to represent what
people value. The final pages include a picture search, glossary,
and resources to learn more. On each page, vibrant, diverse
photography enhances the text.
Although using color is an appealing, effective method to
engage children, the specific connection to culture is not
always clearly stated. Each section gives only brief explanations
and examples. This text presents culture on a very basic,
introductory level; however, the book as a whole requires some
additional information for young children who lack a greater
world understanding. The pictures have no captions, and an
independent reader might have difficulty connecting how the
images relate to the text, particularly when they represent an
unfamiliar culture. Despite these considerations, this book is a
solid introduction to color’s use in culture, and worth adding to a
home or classroom library.

ISBN

9781512466898

Publisher

Lerner Publishing Group,
Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Daddy-Sitting
Author
Eve Coy

Illustrator
Eve Coy

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
32

Daddy-Sitting follows the activities of a father and daughters’
day together. The child is “daddy-sitting” and takes her job very
seriously. She makes sure that Daddy gets up on time, eats his
food, and gets enough exercise. She also encourages him, as only
a responsible parent would, by saying that “he can do anything
when he grows up”. He could be a lion tamer, astronaut, or
detective, among other things. But in the end, she knows that all
he wants to be is her daddy.
Charming, tender, and funny, Daddy-Sitting is a wonderful
read! Perfect for a father-daughter reading session, this book
encourages warmth and companionship between parent and
child. The text is narrated by the daughter, where (from her
perspective) she responsibly and dutifully takes care of her dad,
but the colorful, humorous illustrations tell a different story, and
one that is likely closer to the objective truth—spills, messes,
exertion, and restrained parental frustrations were common
occurrences during the day. Nonetheless, the father is patient
and accommodating. This book supports the role of fathers and
healthy family dynamics while also encouraging imagination and
caring in children. A joy to read!

Year
2017

ISBN

9781328489890

Publisher

Clarion Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1

8

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Dig In! 12 Easy
Gardening Projects
Using Kitchen Scraps
Author

Kari Cornell

Reviewer

Beverly Jones

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Intermediate

Pages
64

Year
2018

ISBN

9781512430653

Publisher

Millbrook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

When it comes to gardening, something wonderful can grow from
something that oftentimes appears to be useless. For example,
kitchen scraps often look like simple garbage, but much more
can come from these leftovers. In this book, readers will learn
how to complete twelve gardening projects by using kitchen
scraps. Some of the products that can be grown by following
the step-by-step instructions include pineapples, lettuce, sweet
potatoes, peppers, and much more. Readers will learn some
background information about plant growing, and even receive
delicious recipes to use to experiment with their fruits and
vegetables.
The subject matter of this book is so interesting because it shares
resourcefulness that most people don’t think about on a daily
basis. The hands-on approach is wonderful and very educational
because these projects are clearly demonstrated and are most
likely to be done in a group setting. These projects can promote
teamwork and creativity. The photographs by Larson are well
placed and add essential information to this book. The pictures
make it easier to visualize the result of the projects. Children
will be excited about using things that are considered trash and
turning them into new and improved products. This book is very
unique when compared to other books for the target audience
of middle elementary aged students, since this subject matter
is not seen on shelves very often. The projects in the book are
also fairly easy to complete and don’t require a lot of supplies.
However, younger children may need some assistance, and a
shopping trip may be required for supplies that are not readily
available. This book will deliver excitement for learning in the
classroom or at home, and will be a welcome addition to a library
or classroom because it is educational and fun at the same time.
This book is an eye-opener to children who are eager to learn and
think outside of the box.
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Book Review

Dingo
Author

Claire Saxby

Illustrator

Tannya Harricks

Reviewer

Ellen McCarty

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Deep in the stretching shadows, a dingo (wild dog) waits. This
story follows the dingo as she rises from her rest and leaves
her five little pups with her mate. Dusk is a busy time; a time for
hunting. The dingo mother runs softly through the forest, sniffing
the air for prey. She passes other animals of the bush: possum,
wombat, lizard, and kangaroo in her hunt. She moves softly, but
swift and sure, so that she is able to bring home food to feed her
young family.
This nonfiction picture book follows an evening in the life of a
dingo in Australia. While larger text follows the actions of the
mother dog, additional smaller text gives interesting facts on the
nature and habits of dingoes. The illustrations are wonderful
impressionistic oil paintings with bold thick brush strokes, vividly
creating the scenic Australian bush. The nighttime lighting turns
the ground almost white in appearance. Nature and animal lovers
alike will enjoy this fact-filled story of the dingo.

Pages
32

Year
2018

ISBN

9780763698867

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Doc McStuffins:
Caught Blue-Handed
Author

Sheila Sweeny Higginson

Illustrator
Alan Batson

Reviewer

Beverly Jones

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
32

Fans of the beloved Doc McStuffins series will love this colorful
book that coincides with the Disney channel episode about a
suspicious blue “mystery pox.” Doc and her toys are having fun
enjoying each other’s company when a dilemma arises. Chilly the
snowman has come down with a mysterious case of blue spots.
Doc gets to work and does her best to make Chilly feel better. But
Doc cannot come up with a definitive diagnosis, and soon more
cases of the “mystery pox” are popping up everywhere. After a
thorough investigation, Doc saves the day when she realizes the
blue spots are none other than blue paint. Everyone is relieved
and the mysterious blue spots are easily washed away.
This book is geared towards beginning readers in preschool and
kindergarten. The story is appropriate for this age group and even
teaches readers about the importance of doctor visits and proper
hygiene. The illustrations in this book are colorful and engaging.
There are also miniature illustrations included for picture reading
to help emerging readers obtain a visual for certain words. This
book is a refreshing and educational read that preschoolers are
sure to enjoy.

Year
2013

ISBN

9781532141775

Publisher
Disney Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Epic Fails 2: The Race
to Space: Countdown
to Liftoff
Author

Erik Slader and Ben
Thompson

Illustrator
Tim Foley

Reviewer

Deborah Le Starge

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
152

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250150615

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

The race to space is in full swing in this book Epic Fails: Race to
Space Countdown to Liftoff. It starts with the Chinese discovery of
gunpowder that leads to the first rockets. Later on, Wernher von
Braun is introduced. After escaping Germany where he was forced
to work as a scientist for the Axis powers during WWII, von Braun
joins other United States scientists in their quest to outdo the
scientific discoveries of the USSR. What starts with experiments
to create the first V-2 rocket leads to more studies and attempts
to explore the sky and what lies beyond it. After multiple failed
attempts and successes, the US is able to progress to the point
where they can land on the moon. In an effort to end the rivalry
between the two countries, the USSR and the US complete a
mission to connect two space crafts together in what becomes
the first joint space mission.
This book is great for younger students to use to learn about the
events leading up to, happening during, and ending the Cold
War. Like other books in this series, it is informative but reads
more like a story and less like a textbook, making it easy and
entertaining to read. The back of the book has a timeline to
add to the students uses of the book. A teacher could use this
resource to teach their students how to use timelines and how it
connects with the book and follows the events of history. Along
with that, this book uses the many failed and fixed experiments
to teach perseverance when facing difficulties. It also teaches
the reader about the advantages of teamwork, detailing how
the USSR and the US were able to successfully put aside their
differences and complete the first cooperative space mission
between the two countries.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Even More Lesser
Spotted Animals
Author

Martin Brown

Illustrator
Martin Brown

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
53

Year
2019

ISBN

9781338349610

Publisher

Meet the underdogs of the animal kingdom. they’re not as
praised as lions, tigers and other big shot mammals, but this
book is here to show you why they should be. The dingiso
basically looks like a living breathing teddy bear and can jump to
the ground from a 60 foot tree without receiving injury. The forest
musk deer, unlike real deer, hangs out in trees. The little yellowthroated marten which, as the name suggests, has bright yellow
fur, can take down an entire deer. The gerenuk and the dibatags
are antelope with necks like giraffes. In learning about all these
lesser known mammals, you might just find your new favorite
animal.
Laden with interesting facts and humorous remarks, it is difficult
to read this book without wanting to share its content with others.
Over twenty obscure animals are described in this book, each
with information on where they live, how they live, and how close
they are to being extinct. Not all the animals are endangered, but
the book strongly advocates for those that are to be protected.
Every animal is drawn accurate to their real-life appearance, with
cute facial expressions giving them personality. The details about
the animals are written in a few entertaining paragraphs that
are neatly formatted with the illustrations. This formatting could
capture the attention of younger readers, although it is most likely
too wordy for them to read on their own. The target audience of
the book is probably children ages 7 to 10. There is a glossary in
the back and a short summary stating that every creature big and
small, known or unknown should have a name and a home.

Scholastic Inc.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

Gabby Garcia’s
Ultimate Playbook
Author

Iva-Marie Palmer

Illustrator
Marta Kissi

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
286

Year
2017

ISBN

9780062391803

Publisher

Katherine Tegen Books

Gabby is the star pitcher on her middle school’s baseball team.
In fact, Gabby’s basically the star of the whole school and she
knows it. Everyone loves her! But life throws her a curve ball
when her middle school suddenly has to close and everyone is
transferred to different schools. Gabby does the best she can
to show everyone at her new school the star that she is, but
her classmates don’t catch on. Kids don’t flock around her, no
one seems interested in being her friend, and worst of all, the
baseball team hasn’t begged her to join them. Gabby has to start
all over in finding her place and building her legacy. Through a lot
of mistakes and loses she’s sure should have been wins, Gabby
learns that, although it’s great to love what you love (baseball
for instance) and it’s important to have confidence, her priorities
might just be in the wrong place.
This adorable chapter book, illustrated with cute doodles as if
it were a diary, is a great read for middle school aged kids. As
Gabby explains in the beginning, the book is her playbook for
life. In it she writes her goals and her plan to accomplish them.
Then she keeps track of whether or not she achieves these
goals, which she records as “wins” and “loses”. She recaps those
“wins” and “loses”, which is where the storyline of the book is
developed. Gabby is a lively, confident girl with some arrogant
tendencies. She often sees herself as flawless and expects others
to as well. Despite this, she is a lovable character and it is exciting
to see her grow to become more humble and kind. Also, as the
book goes on, Gabby becomes a better friend. She makes new
friends with people she never thought she’d be friends with and
learns to support them even though they have varying interests.
Most importantly, she learns that life isn’t all about winning. While
at times to storyline can be a bit unrealistic, younger readers will
probably still enjoy this cute story.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Go Ahead and Dream
Author

Karen Kingsbury

Illustrator
Greg Banning

Reviewer
Jana Carter

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
28

Year
2013

ISBN

9780061686252

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020

Alex Smith, the star University of Utah quarterback and San
Francisco 49ers’ first-round draft pick, was not always an
amazing athlete. As a young child, he was consistently picked
last for recess games, and was benched for the most important
baseball game of the season. He had a dream though. Alex
wanted nothing more than to be a professional quarterback.
Despite the discouraging words of a teacher, he held on. Alex told
his grandfather that he and his friend Bobby had high hopes for
the future. Grandfather encouraged them, and helped them to
understand that they should never give up, and never let their
dreams go. Under his direction, they focused and encouraged
each other to try to accomplish their dreams. When Grandfather
died, Alex almost let his dreams go. But Bobby, ever a faithful
friend, was there to remind Alex to push forward. Against the
odds, both boys succeeded in obtaining their goals.
Everyone dreams, but not everyone succeeds. Why do some
people fail, while others turn their dreams into reality? Ms.
Kingsbury presents a true story about a professional quarterback,
in which she shows us some important keys to success. She uses
Smith’s childhood experiences to help the reader understand
that greatness is not innate, but that it is obtainable. Themes of
friendship, hope and encouragement lace throughout the dialog.
The importance of relationships, and helping one another is
evident in this success story. Children looking for validation for
their seemingly outlandish dreams will quickly identify with Alex.
They will find that while others may not approve of their ideas, it
is okay to dream. Teachers of elementary grades will find a way
through this book to encourage their students to be their best
selves.
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Book Review

Grumpy Duck
Author

Joyce Dunbar

Illustrator
Petr Horacek

Reviewer

Ellen McCarty

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages

Duck was in a grumpy mood. Nothing was good enough. The
pond was dry, she had no one to play with, and a small gray cloud
hovered over her head. She approached each of her friends in
turn - dog, pig, rooster, rabbit, tortoise, and goat. Each invited her
to join them, but she was too grumpy. Her gray cloud grew and
her grumpiness spread. At last, the cloud was ginormous and
black, covering all the animals. It burst in a huge downpour of
raindrops. The animals started splashing and singing, their gloom
washing away with the rain.
Children can relate to grumpiness, sometimes for no good
reason. However, the dark storm cloud cannot last, and
happiness can be found if you look for it and have good friends
to enjoy it with. This picture book has full-page illustrations with
vibrant and bold colors. The artwork is full of texture and contrast,
and is undoubtedly the strong attraction of the story. These
charming animals and their story will appeal to younger children
with their forgiving natures.

32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536204247

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

Hats are Not for Cats!
Author

Jaqueline K. Rayner

Illustrator

Jacqueline K. Rayner

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages
32

Dog makes himself very clear—hats are NOT for cats. Whether
they are big or small, pink or stripy, frilly or silly, hats just aren’t
for cats. No matter the size, shape, occasion, or color, hats are for
dogs only. That is, until Cat has a say. Cat says that all hats—party
hats, pirate hats, hats for the hot, and hats for the cold, are for
everyone! After parading all of her hats for Dog, and enlisting the
help of her cat friends, Dog and Cat resolve their differences and
celebrate hats together.
Hats are Not for Cats is an entertaining rhyming book about
friendship, inclusiveness, and conflict resolution. Cat doesn’t
back down when the bigger, louder Dog tries to make the rules;
she becomes an example to children of standing up for what
is right, no matter the volume of other voices. The ending is
wonderfully satisfying as Cat not only educates dog that “…hats
are for everyone!”, but she also invites Dog to join in their hat fun
and friendship. The illustrations are simple, with both Dog and
Cat water colored gray. The hats, however, are illustrated brightly
and colorfully, giving them center stage. This is a delightful book
for young readers.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328967190

Publisher

Clarion Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2020
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Book Review

High: Everything You Want
to Know About Drugs,
Alcohol, and Addiction
Author

David and Nic Sheff

Illustrator
Victor Ochoa

Reviewer

Jennifer Haltli

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young
Adult

Pages
262

Year
2019

ISBN

9780544644342

Publisher

Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt

“Don’t do drugs.” Each teen has heard it numerous times. But
when teens chose to use, what are they really choosing? The
authors propose that few teens have even considered this
question. However, the Sheffs answer it in a fair way through
information, statistics, and personal anecdotes. The book breaks
down drugs into categories and gives readers particulars about
highs, likely short and long-term effects, addiction, recovery, and
relapse. The Sheffs also examine abstainers and experimenters,
casual users and addicts, and drug abusers and their wounded
families through drug-related issues both from the standpoint
of a parent and an addict child. The last sections of the book
also offer sources for additional reading, phone numbers, and
reference charts to spark a more detailed study and encourage
action on the part of drug users and their families.
Lecturing and moralizing is absent in this book, and teens will
not feel judged as they read. The authors treat addiction as
a medical disease, making it appealing to adolescents who
are merely curious about drugs and to those who use to any
extent. The authors, a father and a son, take an accessible,
matter-of-fact tone in the factual parts of the book, and they
come across as heartfelt and honest in the anecdotal parts. For
instance, the Sheffs kick off a chapter about the typical problems
families of addicts face with a story from Nic Sheff about his
parents banning him from seeing his little siblings because
of his addiction. Stories from other addicts appear scattered
throughout the charts, diagrams, and text. In this way, the book
offers a personal touch in the middle of copious information.
This approach not only engages the reader’s attention, but it
demystifies drugs and destigmatizes treatments. This is an
informative, empowering read for anyone who has been impacted
by drugs and alcohol either directly or indirectly, which covers just
about everybody.
*Contains mild language
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Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

My First ABC
Author

Shirley Hughes

Illustrator

Shirley Hughes

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

Pages

My First ABC teaches readers the alphabet through Katie and her
little brother as they navigate, play, and interact with their world.
A is for an airplane that they see in the sky, B is for a bouncy
ball, and so on. In their alphabet adventures, readers see Katie’s
family, stuffed animals, friends, and toys. We also see a rainbow
on a rainy day and falling leaves that are all different colors. After
all the fun and play, Katie and Ollie fall asleep and “zzzzz”.
My First ABC is a delightful, educational book full of interesting
illustrations and alphabetical descriptions. Each page includes
an uppercase and lowercase letter in big, colorful print and a
fun, childlike description of a person or item that begins with
that letter. The subjects of each page are wonderfully varied and
interesting for young readers, and will be sure to capture their
attention from beginning to end. The end paper includes a double
page spread of the entire alphabet in colorful print with a small
picture for each letter (for example, Kk has a picture of kittens).
This may serve as a good review or learning page for pre- and
early readers. This is an alphabet book done right!

32

Year
2016

ISBN

9780763697297

Publisher

Candlewick Press
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Book Review

Telegraph
Author

Mary Elizabeth
Salzmann

Reviewer
Lisa Winkler

Rating

Dependable

Level

In a world where technology changes quickly, it’s hard to overlook
the history of how messages have been sent. Telegraph presents
these methods of communication, from smoke signals to Morse
code, to explain the history of telegraphs and telegrams.
The reader gets an appreciation of the telegraph and the
precedent it set for today’s email and telephones. Finding
nonfiction for young children that shares so much information
in so few words is challenging. The photographs, collected from
many sources, contribute to the effectiveness of this little book.
Telegraph helps put in perspective the changes in technology that
impact every age.

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
24

Year
2016

ISBN

9781624037115

Publisher

Abdo Publishing

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol41/iss2/1

20

Reviewers: Full Issue

Book Review

The Invention of Hugo
Cabret
Author

Brian Selznick

Illustrator

Brian Selznick

Reviewer

Jenna Hansen

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
530

Year
2007

Young orphan Hugo Cabret carries on the job of Timekeeper,
adjusting the gears and wheels of the clocks that surround a
Paris train station, which doubles as his home. Over the months,
he has successfully slid under the radar of the station inspector
and all other eyes as he continued his quiet lifestyle of stealing to
eat and hiding away behind the station clocks. Everything begins
to change, though, when Hugo finds an old broken automaton
that connects him to his past. Fixing the robot is no easy task,
and when a grumpy old man catches him stealing in a toy store,
all hope seems lost. He finds, however, that those who seemingly
stand in his way may in fact be the key for his future.
This Caldecott award winning novel uniquely combines full page
illustrations and text to not only tell a story but to transport
readers to 1931 Paris alongside Hugo Cabret as dreams become
reality. As readers dive into the story of Hugo Cabret and learn
more about early cinema and automatons, it becomes clear that
the book itself is formatted as a film and reflects the stories told
within. Brian Selznick reveals that just as broken clocks that can’t
tell time have lost their purpose, those of us who lose sight of our
purpose may feel dusty, forgotten, and useless until we find our
purpose in life again.

ISBN

9780439813785

Publisher

Scholastic Press
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Book Review

The Right Hook of
Devin Velma
Author
Jake Burt

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
234

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250168627

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends

Addison is generally an anxious and shy person, but his best
friend Devin is quite the opposite. He always knows what to say
and seems to constantly seek attention. Recently, Devin’s dad
had a heart attack. Devin is sure that if he became internet
famous, he’d make enough money to pay for the medical bills his
family now struggles with. Addison is hesitant to support Devin’s
crazy ideas, but he wants to help his friend’s family too, so the
pair begin forging plans to make their mark on the world. When
an attempt to make a viral video goes horribly wrong, though,
their friendship is tested. Addison learns that he’s not the only
one with fears, and that even though he’s also not the boldest or
the most confident, he could still be the person to save his best
friend.
The beginning of this book starts out a little bit slow. The
characters are well developed from the start and Addison’s
narrative is full of entertaining quips, but it takes a bit for the
storyline to become engaging. Once it does though, a meaningful
and heartwarming story about friendship and family unfolds.
Addison has anxiety and has been working through it with a
doctor and his parents since he was very young. Throughout
the book the reader can observe him gradually becoming more
confident and learning new coping skills. Addison and Devin
both learn in the end, that although it is good to be sympathetic
and helpful, they don’t need to feel responsible for their parent’s
misfortunes. The book also teaches a wonderful message about
what it means to be friends. Through misunderstandings and
unfair circumstances, Addison and Devin never give up on each
other. With beautiful writing, their unique characters practically
walk off the pages. The reader will find it easy to laugh when
they laugh and cry when they cry and overall fall in love with the
endearing story of Addi and Devin.
*Contains mild language and mild violence.
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Book Review

The Story Web
Author

Megan Frazer
Blakemore

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Dependable

Level

Intermediate

Pages
321

Year
2019

ISBN

9781681195254

Alice has always loved stories, especially the ones told by her dad,
the legendary local storyteller. He told her the tale of the magical
story web that holds our world together. When her father leaves,
Alice is not sure she can believe anymore. But the story is true
and the web is decaying, so forest animals reach out to Alice and
two other children in the hopes that they might the ones to keep
the world from breaking. Sure that her father’s absence is her
fault, Alice doesn’t know if she has a tale to tell. To mend the web,
all the children must learn how to work together to tell the truest
story of them all.
The Story Web will be an enjoyable read for many middlegrade students. The book has strong themes of storytelling,
truthfulness, teamwork and friendship, encouraging kids to learn
about people and tell their stories. The animals are intelligent and
work together in a way that will interest kids who would love to be
friends with creatures like these. However, the beginning of the
story is very cyclically repetitive, with Alice ignoring the animals’
repeated warnings because of her guilt about her father. Since
the reader doesn’t understand her motives until halfway through
the book, it gets rather tedious to revisit these emotions without
understanding why she is having them. Long descriptions make
the progression of the story feel slow, another aspect that might
bog some readers down.

Publisher

Bloomsbury Children’s
Books
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Book Review

The Very Impatient
Caterpillar
Author

Ross Burach

Illustrator
Ross Burach

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
32

Year
2019

Caterpillar happens upon some of his fellow caterpillars preparing
to become butterflies through metamorphosis and decides to
tag along. The only problem—Caterpillar is very impatient. When
he realizes that he must stay in his chrysalis for two weeks, it’s
too much for him to take. He breaks open his chrysalis, hoping
to have made the change already. Unfortunately, he realizes he
can’t rush nature. He tries again and successfully becomes a
colorful, winged butterfly. When his friends head off for a long
migration, Caterpillar (now a butterfly) wants to tag along again.
Time will tell on their trip whether he has learned to be more
patient or not.
The Very Impatient Caterpillar is a laugh-out-loud book that does
a great job of teaching a very relatable topic to children: patience.
Most kids know the struggle of waiting, and this book speaks right
to that struggle. The text is entirely made up of speech bubbles
between the impatient Caterpillar and his other caterpillar
friends. Comical conversations like “’Wait?! You’re telling me I
can become a butterfly?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘With wings?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘For real?’
‘Yes.’” abound in this book. The illustrations are colorful, bright
and funny. There is also a significant educational element to this
book. As readers go through the text, they get information about
actual caterpillar-to-butterfly metamorphosis.

ISBN

9780338289411

Publisher

Scholastic Press
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Book Review

These Is My Words
Author

Nancy Turner

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
416

Year
2008

ISBN

9780061458033

Publisher

Harper Perennial

All Sarah Prine wants is to have a place to call home. But life
as a new settler in the Arizona territories is filled with conflicts.
Though Sarah loves to write in her journal and dreams of getting
an education, her life is mainly limited to survival and figuring
out how to find joy. That is, until Jack Elliott enters her life. From
the very beginning of their relationship, Jack drives her crazy, but
he also seems to bring out a fierce love within her that she had
forgotten was there. Though Sarah is ever her own person and
on her own journey, with the love and support of Jack, she finds
ways to pursue her passions and never stop growing. As tragedies
strike and life becomes difficult, Sarah realizes the importance
of the relationships she has to sustain her through the longest
days and the harshest realities. Truly, home is wherever Sarah is
surrounded by people who encourage her and help her to learn
as she grows into a woman, wife, and mother.
These Is My Words is a well-written and award-winning novel,
but is definitely for young adult readers. In tone and pacing, it is
comparable to Little House on the Prairie. Since Sarah Prine’s
story takes place in the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, her diction and vocabulary are very specific to her time
and social class. Consequently, though her writings are fairly
conversational, the writing is not necessarily easy to read. Life in
the Arizona Territories is eventful but definitely not as fast-paced
as a twenty-first century young adult novel with technology and
social intrigue. The issues are much more subtle and require the
reader’s patience and perseverance through some dry sections
of the narrative. Though These Is My Words does feature a few
romantic relationships, the sexuality in those relationships is
not the main focus and are only ever spoken of in vagaries and
generalities. However, the conflicts between settlers and Native
Americans are often violent ones, so this content, as well as
some graphic injuries, could be upsetting to readers.
*Contains mild sexual content, mild language, and moderate
violence.
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Book Review

These Shallow Graves
Author

Jennifer Donnelly

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
512

Year
2016

ISBN

9780385737661

Publisher
Ember

Jo Montfort seems to have everything she could ever want. She
belongs to a wealthy family, attends a finishing school for highsociety girls, and maintains a high reputation as a respectable
young woman with promising marriage prospects. The only
problem is that she has a dream of becoming a reporter and
writing about the really important, unseen issues of the city. For a
woman in her station, this is unheard of. That is, until her father
dies. Though his death is originally ruled to be a suicide, some of
the evidence suggests that there could be something more going
on. Jo and an up and coming reporter from a poor family, Eddie
Gallagher, band together to challenge the facts and discover
the truth. After spending time with Eddie, Jo’s eyes open to the
possibility that the people who live below her station could be just
as intriguing as those she’s used to.
These Shallow Graves is a fun read. Though the subject matter
makes it dark in some ways, in other ways it is a lighthearted
book in which no questions are left unanswered at the end. This
book takes place in New York City in the Victorian Era, but it is
definitely more fictional than historical. Author Jennifer Donnelly
chooses the aspects of this time period that contribute to the
romanticism and intrigue of the story, but it is by no means a
comprehensive look at this time period. Many books in this same
genre feature sexual relationships as a major plot point. This is
one area where These Shallow Graves differs. Though prostitution
is mentioned, as well as secret affairs, no great detail is given
on these subjects. Jo is a strong character who places truth and
her own values above the wealth she was born into. Though she
is sheltered at the beginning of the book, she ultimately follows
what she knows to be true and becomes a dynamic character.
*Contains mild language, mild sexual content, and mild violence.
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Book Review

What’s That Terrible
Growl?
Author

A. H. Benjamin

Illustrator

Merel Eyckerman

Reviewer

Jazmin Gomez

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

A young boy is playing with his toy trains when he suddenly
hears a growl. He continues to hear this terrible growl as he goes
through his evening routine of dinner, reading, and getting ready
for bed. The growl’s source is a mystery and his imagination
comes up with several possibilities. Could it be a bear, an ogre,
a dragon, or a space creature? The person responsible ends
up being his baby sister, who growls as a way to ask for her toy
dinosaur.
Our young protagonist is a very relatable character. How often
do children, and even adults, let their imagination run wild?
Questions on each page provide opportunities for the audience
to be creative and come up with their own ideas of who could be
growling and what they want. The illustrations are created in a
whimsical color palette and style. The combination of beautiful
illustrations with the text means this book lends itself wonderfully
to be read aloud at bedtime.

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9788417123550

Publisher
NubeOcho
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Book Review

Wild Baby
Author

Cori Doerrfeld

Illustrator
Cori Doerrfeld

Reviewer

Audrey Lowther

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Toddler

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062698940

Deep in the jungle, Wild Baby wakes up ready to play. He jumps
from and slides across tree branches, swings from vines, and
terrorizes the other jungle animals with his wild antics as his
mama hurries after him, struggling to keep up. Much to Mama’s
dismay, her baby unwittingly attracts the attention of a dangerous
predator—a jungle cat. Just when it seems the jungle cat is going
to catch up to Wild Baby, the branch the cat is climbing snaps,
sending it tumbling to the ground. Mama is relieved that her baby
is safe, but scolds him for running away from her. Wild Baby, still
a little shaken from his latest adventure, apologizes to his mama
and offers her a gift.
Wild Baby’s intricate illustrations, fun rhyming scheme, and
positive message all make this book an enjoyable read for
parents and children alike. The story is written very simply,
using short phrases of six or fewer words, ensuring that smaller
children will not lose interest before getting to the next page. The
book’s illustrations are very detailed and make the story more
enjoyable and easy for readers to follow. The characters and
events from Wild Baby could easily be used to teach children
about the dangers of getting separated from their caretakers. For
example, parents could point out that, just as Wild Baby didn’t
realize he was being hunted by the jungle cat, the child may not
recognize a danger, such as a busy street or unfriendly stranger,
until it’s too late.

Publisher
Harper
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Book Review

Writing!
Author

Murray McCain

Illustrator
John Alcorn

Reviewer

Katherine Cooper

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages
48

People use language to communicate, to share what is in their
mind or heart. Writing is the symbol of language. With just 26
letters rearranged in different ways, an endless possibility of
words can be formed. In order for writing to be understood by
others, it needs to be done well. Otherwise it’s henscratching
and not even a hen can understand it. Without writing, people
couldn’t send messages in a bottle, write stories, or send a letter.
Our words, our stories, belong to us.
Intended for young children just beginning to write, Writing!
makes it fun and creative. Each page of the book is interesting
to look at, filled with unique illustrations and fonts. An important
theme in the book is that writing must be done well to be
understood. Correct letter formation and spelling are both
addressed, making this book valuable to a classroom. A variety
of writing formats are introduced in the book, giving teachers and
students many ideas for writing activities. Writing is often difficult
when students don’t know what to write about. The think, feel,
talk, then write steps given in the book can be used to help get
creative juices flowing.

Year
2015

ISBN

9781623260750

Publisher

AMMO Books
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Book Review

You’re Here for a
Reason
Author

Nancy Tillman

Illustrator
Nancy Tillman

Reviewer

Lindsey Smith

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool,
Primary

We all matter - it is an important thing to remember, especially
on the hard days. This is a message that everyone needs, and in
this book, the author targets that message to children. She shows
that even the smallest decisions can have great consequences,
that we can learn from one another, and that we all make an
impact on the people and world around us.
This is a beautifully written and illustrated book with thoughtprovoking prose and bright, whimsically painted illustrations.
Although the format is that of a board book (with the intended
audience being small children), it is a book that will appeal to
people of all ages. It will open the eyes of children to the world
around them, and remind adults of the importance of being
connected in our world. This would be a wonderful book for
adults to share with children, and could spark some important
discussions.

Pages
30

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250106506

Publisher

Feiwel and Friends
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